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TAL KIN G PICTURES

Mich ael Ph ill ips

The best film opening in
Chica go this week can't be
found at the multiplex, or
Facets, or the Gene Sisk el
Film Center, or in the pri vate
pr ojection booth w hirring
continuousl y in your brain,
the one your doctor k eeps
urging you to do something
about. 

It's called ªMust R ead
After My Dea thº
(ÑÑÑ 1¤2), a bloodcurdling
75-min ute diary assemb led
fr om an astonishing stash of
audiota pes and Dicta phone
recordings , cries and w his-
pers out of one documentary
filmmak er's f amil y history .
It opens in limited thea trical
r elease in New Y ork and Los
Angeles . Everywher e in
betw een, director Morg an
Dews' film goes out digitall y
as a ªbroadband cinemaº
of fering. 

Beginning at 9 a.m. F riday,
the doc is yours for thr ee
days of unlimited vie wing
for $2.99 at giganticdigital
.com . Mar k Lipsk y, pr esi-
dent of Gigantic R eleasing
and a f or mer Miramax Films
mark eting head as well as an
Inde pendent Film Channel
alum, ac knowledg es that
ªanybod y can thr ow a mo vie
up on the Internet and call it
a `release.' But w e'r e a bona
fide distrib utor .º 

The film is f ascina ting, a
microbudg et, macr o-interest
pr oject w hatev er the pla t-
form.

The psychosexual angst
r oiling under the surf ace
calm here makes ªR evolu-
tionary Roadº look like ªHo-
tel for Do gs.º Allis and Char-
ley, the filmmaker's g rand-
parents , had four c hildren

and li ved in Har tfor d, Conn.
Char ley was an insurance
executive , working f our
months out of the year in
Australia. Allis, like Char ley,
had been married bef ore,
though unlike her second
husband she was w ell-trav-
eled, multilingual, a bohemi-
an in homemaker's c lothing
whose second husband's
insecurities , ra ge and alco-
holism set all sorts of boob y
tra ps for those around him.

When tra veling, Char ley
would send audio diaries
back home, and Allis and the
kids r eciproca ted. Ear ly on

we hear Charley talk a bout
various women he had met.
ªHope y ou'r e having some
fun and frolic y ourself ,º he
says to Allis on one of the
tapes, now more than a half-
century old.

Theirs was an open if
profoundl y uneasy mar-
riage . What we see and hear
in ªMust Read After My
DeathºÐthe title comes fr om
Allis' note pinned to the
secret stash of audiota pe
found by Dews after his
grandmother's death in
2001Ðpeels back la yer after
lay er on an American f amily

tha t may not be typical in
man y r espects, but w hose
pub lic masks and pri vate
crises are unsettlingly uni-
versal. 

The film's not perfect. T he
musical score is banal, and
thematicall y w e'r e dealing
with material other f amily-
history documentaries, nota-
bl y ª51 Bir ch Street,º ha ve
explor ed. But this one's v ery
rich.

Some of the ta pe-recorded
arguments (w hy did they
tape so much?) are ri veting.
The r ewar ds and perils of
psychotherap y; the param-
eters set, and tested, by an y
tw o misma tched people try-
ing to make a life to gether,
it's all her e. 

Gig antic Releasing's Lip-
sky belie ves the online r e-
leasing stra tegy is the onl y
one left to tr ul y inde pendent
filmmaking in the 21st Cen-
tury.

ªThea trical is dead,º he
declares , regarding lo w-
budg et, of f-Hollyw ood indies .
ªTher e used to be something
called w or d of mouth, and a
film could find its audience ,
find its le gs.º These da ys,
however , ªif the opening
week end box office isn't
significant, the film's gone
in a week. Even if the r e-
vie ws are good.º

Lipsk y harbors few illu-
sions about getting ric h
quickly , doing things a ne w
way. But, he sa ys, ªw e're
prepar ed for 2,500 concur-
r ent views online thr ough-
out the w eekend.º The film's
site: mustreadaftermy
death.com .

mjphillips@trib une.com 

Dysfunction arrives via Web

Charle y and Allis, the filmmak er' s grandparent s, kept r ecor ds on
how their liv es roiled with ps ychose xual ang st.

Synopsis: A Live! Mo vies
featur e that e xplore s the
movieg oing e xperience.
This w eek' s se gment: ªMovie
memorie s auctionedº by Mi-
chael Esposit o

Got ªMilkº? If not, here's a
chance to get one of the suits
(inc luding shirt and tie)
wor n by Sean Penn in his
Oscar-nomina ted role as
Harv ey Milk. 

The suit was designed f or
a scene in the film ªMilkº to
replica te that w or n by the
r eal Milk on election night
Nov. 7, 1978, when a refer-

endum to bar g ays fr om
teaching in Calif or nia pub lic
schools was defeated. Milk
was the first openly g ay man
to be elected to a major pub-
lic office (the San F rancisco
Boar d of Supervisors). T he
film is nominated for a total
of eight Academy A wards,
inc luding best picture and
best costume design.

The Clothes Off Our Bac k
Founda tion, founded by the
acting couple Jane Kaczmar-
ek (ªMalcolm in the Mid-
dleº) and Bradley Whitf ord
(ªT he West Wingº), will host
the online auction of cos-

tume designer Danny Glic k-
er's ensemb le. The auction is
r unning online at the f oun-
dation's Web site ,
clothesoffourback.org , and
ends Feb. 28. The minimum
bid was $1,000, but stood a t
$4,500 after the first thr ee
bidders . The suit was cus-
tom-made for Penn, and is
approximatel y a 40 regular.

Pr oceeds from the auction
will be divided equall y, with
50 percent going to V arietyÐ
The Children's Charity of
Souther n Calif or nia and 50
per cent going to the Hetric k-
Mar tin Institute, home of

Harv ey Milk High School, in
New York City .
n Coming to auction April 30
on profilesinhistory.com is
the sci-fi and hor r or mo vie
collection of the late F orrest
J. Acker man, w hic h inc ludes
Bela Lugosi's ªDraculaº ring
and cape, and a costume
fr om ªPlan 9 F r om Outer
Space.º Also c heck the Pr o-
files in History site in com-
ing days for the announce-
ment of an auction of items
fr om the Holl yw ood Wax
Museum.

mesposito@tribune.com

THE L OBBYIST

M̀ilk' delivery for your at-home museum

At 6 p.m. Satur day on WGN-Ch. 9, Michael Phillips will
appe ar for an Oscar pr eview with W GN's Dean Richar d,
CLTV' s Marcus L eshock and N'Dig o's Bonnie D eShong . 
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